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Disclaimer 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This 
publication [communication] reflects the views only of the author, and the 
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 
information contained therein. 
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1. Welcome… 
… to the pilot presentation of the curriculum resources that have been prepared by the 
European Union-funded project: ‘The lived experience of climate change: e-learning and 
virtual mobility’, or ‘Leche’ for short (with apologies to Spanish speakers where the 
acronym translates as ‘milk’). I am sure that none of us need telling that climate change 
represents a huge global challenge. These curriculum resources and what you, the 
students, learn from, and bring to them, are a contribution to meeting that challenge. 

Five distance learning Universities, three conventional face-to-face Universities and the 
umbrella European Association of Distance Teaching Universities have contributed to 
these resources either as authors or as discussants of draft materials. Two external 
assessors have also been appointed as consultants to comment on the resources and this 
pilot presentation.  

Now we want them to belong to you also. We will ask you to evaluate them formally, 
and your evaluation will form the basis of revisions before the end of the project. This 
evaluation will also inform the business case for those Universities who wish to accredit 
the resources on a permanent basis following the pilot.  

Most of all, however, we want to create a vibrant study community, to demonstrate that 
with goodwill this can be done virtually across distance and between students and staff 
from different countries and Universities. Early indications are that you, the students, will 
also bring a wealth of knowledge and experience of your own, and we want to tap into 
that. Remember above all that the idea of ‘lived experience’ in relation to climate change 
is quite new (although it relates to the increasing attention being given by some 
practitioners to ideas around community-based adaptation), and that we are all pioneers 
in developing it, and in investigating its uses, to some extent. As part of our broader 
project we will be approaching policy makers to take greater account of lived experience, 
and again will use evidence provided through this pilot. 

The rest of this guide is devoted to providing you with practical information about who 
we (the Leche pilot team) are, some basic clarifications regarding structure and 
organisation, formal assessment, content of the resources, the delivery through the pilot 
website, and planning your study. 

This is an exciting point in the Leche project for me and the team, the moment when it 
comes alive. I hope that it equally excites you. 

Professor Gordon Wilson, Leche project coordinator, April 2011 
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2. Who’s in charge? 
 Joop de Kraker and Els Jans of the Open Universiteit Nederland (OUNL) are 

coordinators of this pilot and will be maintaining general oversight throughout. 
They will also have specific responsibility for OUNL students who are 
participating. 

 Gordon Wilson of the Open University United Kingdom (OUUK) is overall 
coordinator of the Leche project and will be involved throughout. He will also 
have specific responsibility for OUUK students who are participating. 

 Helmut Breitmeier and Daniel Otto of FernUniversität in Hagen (Germany) will 
have specific responsibility for Fern students who are participating.  

 AntónioTexeira, Paula Nicolau and Sandra Caeiro of Universidade Aberta 
(Portugal) will have specific responsibility for UA students who are 
participating.  

 Patrick Willems and Lieve Dams of Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (Belgium) 
will have specific responsibility for K.U. Leuven students who are participating  

 Carolien Kroeze from Wageningen University (Netherlands) will have specific 
responsibility for Wageningen students who are participating. 

 Specialist module and Water Case Study inputs will be provided by authors as 
required: Victor Fairén, Gordon Wilson, Daniel Otto, Helmut Breitmeier, Dina 
Abbott, Carolien Kroeze, Patrick Willems, Catharien Terwisscha van Scheltinga. 

 One or more of the above will act as moderators of activities and discussions in 
the electronic forums. Authors will respond to subject queries when necessary. 

 Finally the project has two external assessors, Professor Filipe Duarte Santos and 
Doctor Ulrich Bernath, who will have access to this pilot presentation and its e-
forums. 

You can check the biographies of everyone mentioned above (except for the external 
assessors) by going to the project website and clicking on the link to ‘people’: 
www.leche.open.ac.uk 
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3. Basic clarifications 
I don’t intend to overload you with information which makes little sense to you at the 
outset. Many matters can be dealt with as we go along. In any case, I cannot foresee 
everything that might arise. However, the following should avoid initial confusion. 

 These curriculum resources have been designed as three modules at postgraduate 
level which can be studied separately or in combination. In addition there is a 
substantial ‘Water Case Study’ which can be used in conjunction with any of the 
modules. Students who are participating in this pilot might be studying the 
modules in different ways for different purposes. For example, you might be 
studying them: 

○ As resources to support a Masters or PhD dissertation/thesis/project (the 
 terminology varies across institutions). Here you treat them no 
 differently from the reading resources that may be produced for your 
 Masters or PhD study, and you have maximum flexibility on how you 
 use them as you are not formally assessed. 

○ For credit by your institution of one, two or three modules that are 
studied separately. For this you will have formal assessment (see Section 
4). If you study a module to completion and pass the assessment you will 
gain 4-5 ECTS (European Credit Transfer System Points which can be 
translated into the local currency of your institution) depending on the 
institution to which you belong. 

○ For credit of the three modules combined as a single module. This 
applies only to the Open University UK students who are participating, 
where the combined single module has an institutional code and name: 
‘T869 Climate change: from science to lived experience’. Again you 
have formal assessment (see Section 4). On successful completion you 
will be awarded 15 ECTS points which will be automatically translated 
into the OU-UK currency of 30 credits. 

 Each module is divided into a textbook and workbook to allow for flexible use. 
The workbook contains Activities to enhance your study.  

 Some (it is impossible to be exhaustive) of the tasks that you will be asked to 
perform in workbook activities include:   

○ Structured, formal group-work with other students in the modules 
discussion forum. Group-work activities have an overall aim of 
developing the skill of what we call ‘transboundary competence’ which 
is the ability to engage over widely differing perspectives. We hold that 
transboundary competence is an essential skill for anybody seeking to 
engage with the climate change challenge as politicians, professional 
practitioners or citizens. 

○ Interaction of the module with, and application of its ideas to, the Water 
Case Study.  

○ Application of the module to further reading of appropriate short case 
studies. Some of this reading you will be given as part of the activity 
guidance, and moderators on the modules discussion forum will also 
direct you to sources from time to time. Quite often, however, you will 
have to conduct internet searches for appropriate material. Apart from 
being an important skill to develop, especially at postgraduate level, 
searching and verifying material from the internet is a crucial way of 
keeping up-to-date. Climate change is a living issue and we all have to 
try to keep up with it. If asked to search, please share what you find with 
other students. 
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 No audiovisual material has been specially produced for this module. When 
conducting your own searches as part of a workbook activity, we encourage you 
to look beyond the printed word to lectures, podcasts, videos, Facebook 
discussions and so on. 

 If you are using the modules as non-assessed resources, complete study of each, 
including all of the workbook activities, will take about 80 hours. If you study 
the Water Case Study separately from the modules, it will take about 25 hours in 
total. See section 5 below for further guidance. 

 If you are studying single modules for credit, each will require 100-120 hours, 
including the formal assessment. 

 The combined module, ‘T869 Climate change: from science to lived experience’, 
will require about 300 hours, including formal assessment. 
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4. Formal assessment 
Only students who are studying for credit are formally assessed. Students who are 
studying for credit are classified as follows: 

Students studying one module only or two or three modules separately (4-5 ECTS each) 

 The assessment comprises per module: 

○ One substantial essay on the subject matter of the module.  

○ Submission of evidence showing satisfactory participation in group-work 
activities 

○ A short reflective essay on the skill of transboundary competence in 
relation to climate change. 

Students studying two modules in combination as a single module of 8-10 ECTS  

This could be any combination of two modules from the three on offer. Most probably, 
however, it will comprise modules 1 and 2. It will comprise a single assessment at the 
end of the combined study 

 The assessment has 3 parts: 

○ A substantial essay on the combined subject matter of modules 1 and 2 

○ Submission of evidence showing satisfactory participation in group-work 
activities 

○ A short reflective essay on the skill of transboundary competence in relation 
to climate change. 

Studying the three modules in combination as a single module (15 ECTS) 

This applies only to the OUUK students who study the modules as the combined ‘T869 
Climate change: from science to lived experience’.  

 One substantial essay for each individual module (or Block in your case). These 
assignments form the continuous assessment and are the equivalent of the OU 
Tutor-Marked Assignment (TMA) system, where you submit electronically. 

 You will also do an ‘end-of-module assessment’ (EMA) which forms the 
examinable component of the assessment. The EMA has 3 parts: 

○ An integrative, substantial essay  on the subject matter of modules 1, 2 and 3  

○ Submission of evidence showing satisfactory participation in group-work 
activities 

○ A short reflective essay on the skill of transboundary competence in relation 
to climate change. 
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5. A little more about the three modules and Water 
Case Study 

This section gives you a taster of what to expect in terms of the content and division of 
time between the different components of each module. It does not replicate what you 
can read in the early pages of each module, where you will find a: 

 ‘Before you start’ section (modules 1 and 2) or chapter 1 (module 3) which 
outlines the aims and learning outcomes of the module, together with advice on 
how to approach it and integrate the textbook, workbook and relevant parts of the 
Water Case Study. 

 An introduction to the content of the module. 

Overall narrative 
While the modules can be studied separately, when taken together and in sequence they 
add up to an overall narrative, which also makes them suited to study in combination as a 
single module. The overall narrative runs as follows: 

The three modules take you on a journey from the science of climate change 
to the lived experiences of citizens, practitioners and social groups in 
different parts of the world, and from there to how one captures a holistic 
knowledge of climate change through research and investigation. The core 
overall question is: ‘To what extent can the diversity of knowledges on 
climate change from the natural and social sciences together with lived 
experiences, be used as a resource for meaningful policy and action at all 
scales?’  

The three modules (or ‘blocks’ if you are study the three together) 
Within the overall narrative, you are introduced to: 

 The range of disciplinary perspectives on climate change (module 1)  

 The concept of lived experience as a different kind of knowledge (module 2) 

 The integration of lived experience and disciplinary knowledges, and the 
underlying principles of how you might investigate this expanded form of 
interdisciplinarity (module 3).  

This plays out in the three modules as follows: 

Module 1: Introduction to climate change in the context of sustainable development. This 
module introduces you to the range of disciplinary approaches. Different authors provide 
substantial chapters within the textbook on the science, economics, politics and social 
impacts of climate change. The final chapter of the textbook explores the possibility and 
desirability of integrating across these disciplinary boundaries within the interdisciplinary 
concept of sustainable development. 

The workbook is similarly divided by textbook chapter. While most of the activities can 
be tackled individually, you are encouraged to share your responses on the modules 
discussion forum. One activity in the economics chapter can only be done via formal 
group work. It involves preparation of a cost-benefit analysis for flood defences from 
different perspectives.  

The extensive subject matter of module 1 means that it has to present a good deal of 
upfront teaching. Consequently, at around 82,000 words and 172 pages, the textbook is 
the longest by far of the three modules. Depending on your own background, some 
chapters will undoubtedly be easier to read than others. The approximate workload 
allocation for module 1 is: 

45-50 hours for the textbook 
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45-50 hours for the workbook including any activities which require use of the 
Water Case Study. 

Many of you will find that this is an arbitrary distinction between textbook and 
workbook, but it gives you a rough idea. 

For those studying for credit, the formal assessment should take about 10-20 hours. 

Thus, without the formal assessment, the overall time is 80-100 hours; with formal 
assessment it is 100-120 hours. 

 

Module 2: The lived experience of climate change. This module explores the perceptions 
and experiences across the globe (and especially in the Global South) of climate change 
among diverse publics and other groups such as non-governmental organisations and the 
private sector, and of how these lay experiences can usefully inform policy in 
combination with the usual disciplinary perspectives. This module adds an exciting new 
knowledge dimension to our understanding of climate change, which is not found 
elsewhere. 

As with module 1, the workbook activities for module 2 can mostly be tackled 
individually, although you are encouraged to share your responses on the modules 
discussion forum. One activity is designed specifically for formal group work, to create a 
policy brief on the relevance of lived experience for evolving European Commission 
policy on climate change. Two further activities relate specifically to the Water Case 
Study. 

The module 2 textbook is about one third of the size of module 1 (26,000 words; 56 
pages). It is deliberately much shorter because we want you to engage as critical friends 
in the development of the concept: the lived experience of climate change. Thus, we also 
allow significant time for reflection on the topic in the workbook activities. The 
approximate workload allocation for module 2 is: 

15-20 hours for the textbook 

75-80 hours for the workbook including any activities which require use of the 
Water Case Study. 

Again, you may find that this is an arbitrary distinction between textbook and workbook, 
so treat the division as approximate. 

For those studying for credit, the formal assessment should again take about 10-20 hours. 

Thus, without the formal assessment, the overall time for module 2 is 80 hours; with 
formal assessment it is 100-120  hours. 

 

Module 3: Interdisciplinary methodologies for investigation into the ‘lived experiences’ 
of climate change. This module explores and compares the epistemological foundations 
of methodologies that are associated with different disciplinary approaches to 
investigating climate change, together with the strengths and weaknesses of each in terms 
of their rigour and ability to provide fresh insights. It also explores the possibility of 
synthesis into interdisciplinary methodologies that are both insightful and rigorous, and 
which might be particularly useful for investigating topics that are related to the lived 
experience of climate change. The module is illustrated with examples from the Global 
South as well as the Global North. It is potentially useful as a background to Masters 
thesis/dissertation/project modules in your own institution, and for progression to such 
modules. 

As with modules 1 and 2, the workbook activities for module 3 can mostly be tackled 
individually, although you are encouraged to share your responses on the modules 
discussion forum. One activity is designed specifically for formal group work, to 
compare data that you have collected on your personal carbon footprint with the data of 
other students on their carbon footprints. A further activity relates specifically to the 
Water Case Study, and other activities are generally water-related. 
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The module 3 textbook (48,000 words; 106 pages) is intermediate in size between 
modules 1 and 2. Again, therefore, it requires significant reflection on your part through 
the workbook activities, and we also assume a slower reading pace for the textbook. The 
approximate workload allocation for module 3 is: 

35-40 hours for the textbook 

55-60 hours for the workbook including any activities which require use of the 
Water Case Study. 

Yet again, you may find that this is an arbitrary distinction between textbook and 
workbook, so treat the division as approximate. 

For those studying for credit, the formal assessment should, as with the assessment for 
modules 1 and 2, take about 10-20 hours. 

Thus, without the formal assessment, the overall time for module 2 is 80 hours; with 
formal assessment it is 100-120 hours. 

 

The Water Case Study. This separate e-book contains actually two case studies: that of 
the Nile river basin and that of the Rhine river basin. While the rivers are similar in that 
they both cross international borders which, at the very least, complicates their 
management, the specific issues that they face and the institutional mechanisms for 
addressing the issues are quite different. Climate change is further exacerbating the 
issues. 

There is no separate workbook for the Water Case Study, although the text contains a few 
exercises for you to perform. You can use the Water Case Study on a ‘need to know’ 
basis when tackling the module workbook activities that relate to it, in which case the 
study time is incorporated in the module activity question. Alternatively, you might wish 
to study it in its own right, in which case it will take about 25 hours of study time. 
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6. The pilot website and discussion forums 
Nothing I write here can substitute for ‘learning by doing’ – actually using the pilot 
website (which might sometimes be referred to as ‘virtual learning space’ or VLS). Here 
I provide only a few pointers to its principal areas. 

1. The three modules and Water Case Study are available on the pilot website as 
downloadable pdf files. As far as possible, when Figures (photographs, graphs, and 
other diagrammatic representations) are taken from elsewhere, a direct link is 
provided to the original sources where often you will find that the images are of 
higher resolution. 

2. A ‘Masters dissertation package’. This provides: 

 Suggestions for dissertation (or thesis/project) topics for those continuing to a 
Masters in the area;  

 Supporting resources to enhance your study, such as links to podcasts, videos, 
articles etc., supplied by moderators.  

 Eventually, a repository of completed dissertations that are related to the ‘lived 
experience of climate change’. 

3. The modules discussion forum. This is the main space for engagement between 
students from the participating Universities, your supervisors and other members of 
the Leche project team who will provide specialist inputs. Much of the discussion 
will be around structured activities of the module workbooks, and will be moderated 
by a member of the Leche project team. For those studying for credit, you will be 
asked to provide evidence of satisfactory participation in formal group work 
activities in your final assessment. See the planner (section 7) for the formal group 
work period We encourage wholeheartedly everybody, however, to engage in the 
modules discussion forum throughout to develop a true and exciting academic 
community around the subject, as well as develop transboundary competence skills 
(see Section 2 above). 

4. A stakeholders forum, which includes the modules discussion forum members plus 
invited and interested participants drawn from policy, professional practice and civil 
society advocacy groups. Ideally, the public, private and non-governmental (NGO) 
sectors will all be represented. This expanded forum is somewhat experimental and 
we will look to you also to suggest people to invite to it. 

5. An announcements and news area from the Leche team. 
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7. Planning your study 
If you are using the modules and Water Case Study as non-accredited resources you can 
of course study them as and when you want. I hope, however, that you are attracted by 
the prospect of engaging with other students on the modules discussion forum and also 
on the stakeholders forum (see Section 6 above).The summary planner that is provided 
below should help you do this.  

If you are studying for credit, whether as single or combined modules, you will be 
provided with a detailed planner that is appropriate for your institution, and which is 
intended to structure your study. It also tells you when your assignment(s) are due. 

The planner provided here is in summary form to illustrate the main study tracks being 
used by students according to the university to which you belong, and the particular 
combination of modules you are studying. It has been designed so that the study tracks 
overlap to give a common formal group work stage in September. Note that all 
assessments give marks for evidence of satisfactory participation in this group work 
(Section 4 above). Moderators will give more precise indications of how the group work 
is organised. Please be tolerant of some flexibility so that discussions can be timed to 
accommodate different schedules of students. This planner is using the best information 
available at the time of going to press. You will be told of variations. I hope that K.U. 
Leuven students will join at some point. 

 

Week Week start date Study Track 1 

OUUK, OUNL (modules 
1&2), Aberta (to be 
confirmed) 

Study Track 2 

Fern 
Universität 

Study Track 3 

Wageningen 
University 

1 7 May 2011 

2 14 May 

3 21 May 

4 28 May 

 

5 4 June 

6 11 June 

7 18 June 

Module (Block) 1: 
Introduction to climate 
change in the context of 
sustainable development  

 

8 25 June 

9 2 July 

Module 1 start 
4 June 

 

10 9 July 

11 16 July 

Module (Block) 2: The 
lived experience of climate 
change 

 

12 23 July 

Module 2 start 
9 July 

 

13 30 July 

14 6 August 

15 13 August 

16 20 August 

Module (Block) 3 
textbook: 
Interdisciplinary 
methodologies for 
investigation into the 
‘lived experiences’ of 
climate change 

 

Holiday period 

 

17 27 August Wageningen Module study
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18 3 September 

19 10 September 

Start 1st September

Formal group work starts 1st September (preferred order 
Module 3 workbook Activity 7; Module 1 workbook Activity 
3.4; Module 2 Activity 9) 

  

20 17 September 

21 24 September 

22 1 October 

23 8 October 

  Wageningen 
Module 
continued 

 

24 15 October End-of-Module assessment (EMA): cut-off date: 18 October 
2011. EMA is different for different groups of students. 
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8. Ready to start… 
I know that things can become stressful on any module in any University, especially 
when assignments are due. Yes, we are attempting something new, and we (including 
you the students) are pioneers in some respects. We shall all support each other. I don’t 
expect anything to go badly wrong, but if anything attributable to the project affects your 
study adversely, please rest assured that you will not be penalised and the circumstances 
will be fully taken into account when awarding your grade. 


